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For every idea there is a season; that for membrane fluidity 
is clearly in the past. A few years ago, a series *Advances in 
Membrane Fluidity’ probably seemed a good idea - the idea 
that a cell could possibly control some at least of its functions 
by controlling membrane fluidity still had sonic tifc in it. But 
that life has gradually leaked away, so that now in Volume 4 
of the series i! is hard to find any mention of membrane 
fluidity at all. That is not to say that the volume does not 
contain some interesting reviews - it does 1- but rather that 
there is no clear reason why they should be brought together 
into one volume, tct alone one in this series. 
Adey reviews effects on a variety of physiological processes 
of weak electromagnetic fields of a strength that many 
consider far too small to have any possible effect, Kana and 
Hokin provide a well-written review of the role of 
phosphoinositides in signal transduction, although its 
usefulness in such a fast moving field is limited by 
(presumably) publication delays so that the latest references 
are up to early 1988. Taylor and Lengeler review the role of 
methylation in bacterial chemotaxis and conclude that ‘there 
is no indication that membrane fluidity is critical to 
transducer function’. Even where it was once thought that 
fluidity might be important, evidence is now against it; thus 
in reviewing the control of the water permeability of epithelial 
cells, Brown, Gross0 and de Sousa conclude that effects of 
hormones such as vasoprcssin fallow from effects on the rates 
of a membrane cycling process that serves to introduce pores 
into the i\pical mcmbranc rarher than, as was 0~2 ttrougtlF, 
from direct effects on membrane fluidity, Two other reviews 
consider the permeability properties of bacterial membranes 
and of simple lipid systems. 
Much work has been done on the effects of lipid chemical 
structure and lipid phase transitions on the function of 
transport proteins. In their rcvicw on ATPascs, Michaelis and 
Michaelis choose to largely ignore this and instead to provide 
a general review of ATPasc structure and the role of ATPascs 
in neuronal function. The final chapter sets out to show ‘that 
membrane fluidity [should] no longer be considered as a state 
allowing a functionality, but as a structural property linked 
to main membrane functions’. The first part of this sentence 
I don’t understand and the second is either wrong or, at best, 
is easily misunderstood. Fluidity, as a dynamic property, 
cannot change an equilibrium property of the system, such as 
structure. 
Perhaps a more appropriate title for the series would have 
been ‘Retreats in Membrane Fluidity’. 
A.G. Lee 
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This is an attractively produced and compact hardback book 
which will be of enormous interest to research scientists 
working on cyclic nucleotide metabolism. On the cover are 
shown the partial amino acid sequences of ten of the class I 
